
GOSSIP or TH

GOSSIP is the order of the week. There
Is so much of it that one hardly
knows where to begin. Probably the

most sensational talk that is going on just
now i» that which concerns a very rich
young gentleman who married a very beauttfulyoung lady a few months ago. There
is no allegation of estrangement between
this wealthy bridegroom and this beautifulbride, but the reappearance here of an

important factor in his prenuptial life has
caused the chappies to say "Oh!" and
"Ah!" and to wink the other eye.
To be plain about this thing, this Croesus

bridegroom, like many another bridegroom
with or without money, had an affaire du
coeur before his marriage. He was devotedto a handsome blond woman who
eame from the South.New Orleans, I

think.and so charmed him that his doting
mamma and papa were in terror lest he
should marry her.
therefore their relief was immense when

h* did lead to the altar one of the prettiestand wittiest descendants of one of

the old New York families.
Very lately the handsome blond woman

ftas come back to New York, and is seen

driving in the Park every afternoon. Incidentally.the young bridegroom drives
there also, and the ever watchful gossips,
putting two^ and two together, hold up
their hands in mock amazement and predictall sorts of things of a scandalous
nature.
For my own part, I don't believe that

there will be any rcandal. The young

bridegroom would have very poor taste indeedif he didn't prefer his bride to the
other women, and, so far as driving in the

Park is concerned, it is almost an nouny

occurrence of an afternoon for old flames
to meet there without feeling even an inclinationto rekindle.

The political chappies are telling a good
story about Sidney Harris. Sidney, you
know, is the husband of little Kitty Brady,
and therefore married into politics, as it
were, for Kitty's father and uncle, the
late John R. Brady and the late James T.
Brady, were great politicians in their day.
It appears that somebody' promised SidneyHarris the Democratic nomination for

Congress in the Eighth Congressional District,and Sidney was so sure of the promisebeing carried out that he not only went
to the convention to accept the nomination,but took with him a carefully preparedspeech thanking the convention for
n,n kniwf ormfori-prl nnon him.

The Eighth Congressional District has
.two ends to it that are respectively known
as the "upper ten" and the "lower five."
Sidney belongs to the "upper ten." The
"lower five" had not been consulted about
the nomination of Mr. Harris, and so when
the convention was held it went in and
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By Cholly Knickerbocker.
nominated a man named Riordan, whose
cognomen does not appear in the blue book
nor in any list of the Four Hundred.
Sidney sat and waited for the committeeof notification to come and bring him

before the convention, and meantime Riordanwas making a speech accepting the
nomination to Congress. When Sidney
learned what had happened he was dumb
with amazement, but being a ph.losopher
he 6oon recovered himself.
"I didn't mind losing the nomination so

much," said he afterward, "but it did gall
me to think that I had prepared that spee hi
and got no chance to deliver it. I hated
to think that all the mental labor that I
had given to it should be wasted. I
thought I might offer it to Riordan, but
Riordan seemed to have a speech of his
own, so I went away with it in my pocket,
and knowing that my friend George B.
McClellan was to be nominated without opposition,I took it to him and told him that
he might use it and thereby save himself
the trouble of writing one of his own. He
looked it over and jumped at the offer. I
find some consolation in the fact that while
I lost the nomination my speech was not
lost, for McClellan delivered It in acceptinghis own nomination."

But let's get away frqjm the vulgar subject'of politics and go back to our own
marons glaces.
Mrs. Astor closed Beechwood, her Newportresidence, yesterday and came back

to her mansion on Fifth avenue. Now we
may expect all the rest of the 400 to hasten
back to town. When Mrs. Astor sets the
homeward flight the others follow their
leader.
A few may linger a little while longer

at Newport and the Long Island set will
undoubtedly spend the glorious October
days riding to hounds and pursuing those
other diversions common to the Meadowbrookset.
But the vast majority will do as Mrs.

Astor does, and thus it will come about
that the town will quickly take on its
wonted Winter complexion and the gay
season will be inaugurated.

It 1» an open secret with the friends of
Mr. and Mrs. Anson W. Hard that preparationshave been begun already for the weddingof her Eldest daughter. Miss Sarah
Hard, although the wedding day is as far
off as January 18. St. Bartholomew's has
been chosen as the place for the ceremony,
and no effort will be spared to make this
one of the star nuptial events of the season.
In order to devote herself to the preparationsfor her daughter's wedding, Mrs.

Hard has abandoned the young people's
dancing class that she had charge of last
year and the cotillons that were directed
by her will be discontinued.
This in itself is not important, although
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many of the younger set will miss such
diversion, but it goes to show that when a
fashionable mother has a fashionable
daughter about to be married, the wedding
is the all absorbing thing.

And speaking of weddings and driving in
the park, the most noticeable couple to be
seen on the avenue every afternoon are
Miss Mari Churchill and Harold A. J. Baring,who are to be married a week from
to-morrow.
These people are In direct contrast to

each other in personal appearance. Miss
Churchill is tall and fair, and Mr. Baring is
short and dark.

It will be of Interest to the ladies who
read this column to know that Miss Churchillhas decided to discard the conventional
bridal veil and to wear a picture hat with
feathers at the altar. Furthermore, she
has selected a cream shade of color Instead
of pure white, and as she will wear an
abundance of lace one may readily imagine
the loveliness of the picture that she will
present in her wedding costume.

By an association of ideas I am led now
to tell how our rich people evade the Dingleybill in preparing bridal trousseaus.
They send their dressmakers over to Paris

to study the latest fashions and effects.
Instead of buying the garments there the
dressmaker studies the French creations,
makes detailed copies of them on paper, returnsto New York and builds the gowns
and other things here.
The results are satisfactory both in the

stylishness of the trousseaus obtained and
In the evasion of the customs duties.

Two brides of the past week had widely
differing ideas as to the observance of marriagesuperstitions.
The wedding day of one of them set

for the 13th before the bride realized the
significance of the date. Subsequently the
full force of the old antipathy to "13"
came upon her, and she was confronted
with a choice between a change of dates,
which in itself Is considered unlucky, or to
combat in some way the unluckiness of
"13."
She chose the latter course and hid an

opal ring in her bridal bouquet. After the
ceremony she hit old "13" another blow by
having her tulle veil torn into bits and distributedamong the guests.
After such precautions as these misfortuneshould certainly flee at her approach.
The other bride of the week. Miss Kipp,

who married Mr. Carbery, was so reckless
in her fearlessness of all superstitions that
she deliberately chose Friday for her wedding.day.

If we may judge of Mrs. Carbery's future
by the way that her wedding dance went
off in the Astor- Gallery at the WaldorfAstoria,it would seem that she has little
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to fear from this defiance of a superstition
that is common to most brides.

The date of the wedding of Miss Elsie
Barber and Frederick Prime Delafleld has
just been fixed for November 10 In Trinity
"CbaDel.
A reception will follow the ceremony, and

this will be given at the home of the
bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles G.
Barber, at No. 45 West Thirty-seventh
street.
Both these young people are very popular,Miss Barber having been a belle since

her formal introduction a couple of years
ago, and Mr. Delafleld Inheriting from his
mother, Mrs. Lewis Livingston Delafleld,
many of those attractive qualities which
have given her a leading place among the
fashionable matrons of New York.
Mrs. RJphfirrl Irvln. It mnv hf» snirl !n-

cidentally, is very fortunate In the characterof 'her tenants. The house that she has
just leased to Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Maekay was occupied last year by Mr. and
Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., and the
year before that by Mr. and Mrs. FrederickGebhard.
And speaking of the Gebhards, they

have begun to build a new residence on
Seventy-ninth street, just out of Fifth
avenue. Meantime they will occupy the
cottage at Westbury, L. I., where they
now are. Mrs. Gebhard will be in mourning
this Winter for her father, the late John
Boucher Morris, of Baltimore.

SESOF 1

Eidlitz. /T\iss
a golf skirt of gray Miss Beatrix Ho

^. Scotch tweed, brov
st In Roman stripes. . , TT *scarlet. Her coat
of gray "elt with a Gf same ma
tvn of Roman silk in a small white saik
and gray forehead, a blue sk

tie.

a^Townerles:
E

fir mere are any descendants stm livingin tins /country of that Squire
Skottow who was Governor of Virginiaat the outbreak of the War for Independence,they would do well to communicatewith the Somerset Herald, at the

Royal College of Heralds, in London, with a

view to becoming possessed of Immensely
valuable estates and likewise of two Englishbaronetcies. The estates comprise
the extensive lands of the ancient familiesof Corbet and Skottow in Shropshire
and Norfolkshlre, as well as in London.
In the metropolis the estares comprise no

less than five acres near Clarge# street,
Piccadilly, while the remainder of tne
land Is in the neighborhood of Regents'
Park.
There is an Extraordinary romance connectedwith this property, which must be

told in order to explain how the question
as to its possession has been raised.
The family of Corbet claims its descent

In a direct and unbroken line from the
standard bearer of William the Conqueror
at the battle of Hastings. A little over

two hundred years ago Thomas Corbet,
nephew of that Miles Corbet who was one

of the judges of King Charles I., and executedat Charing Cross as a regicide after
the Restoration, and son of Sir Thomas
Corbet, the then head of the family, had
the misfortune to kill In a solitary encountera younger brother of Lord Essex,
the cause of the encounter being that Corbethad ruined his friend's wife. As there
weie no seconds a warrant was issued for
the arrest of Corbet on a charge of manslaughter,and he escaped abroad.

Subsequently he returned, and under the
name of John Powell married the only
daughter and heiress of a great territorial
magna;e In Norfolk named Skottow, the
family being of Danish origin. By royal
licence he, after his marriage, assumed the
name of Skottow, and was created baronet.
Onefof his grandsons became a Governor
of the East India Company, while another
was, as stated above, Governor of Virginia,
when the War for Independence broke out.
Before Corbet died under the name of

Sir Thomas Skottow, he learned of the
death of his father, Sir Thomas Corbet,
and of his two elder brothers without issue,
and as he did not present himself as the
heir thereto, the Corbet baronetcy became
dormant, while the large estates passed
into the possession of the female branch of
he family.
The last holder of the Skottow baronetcy

was living at Amiens, in France, in 1842,
when his mother, a widow, was shot
and killed by a rejected French suitor.
But fourteen years old at the time and
bearing the name of Thomas, he disappearedshortly afterward, and has never

been heard of since. If he can be found he
is the heir to the Skottow baronetcy, as
well as to the Skottow estates, which at
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ly the Marquise de Fontenoy,
the time of his mother's murder \?ere In
the possession of a different branch of the
family, that has now become extinct.
If this Sir Thomas Skottow cannot be

found, then both the Skottow estates and
the baronetcy belong to the senior of the
descendants of Governor Skottow, of Virginia.
With regard to the Corbet baronetcy and ]

estates, which are quite as valuable, a

slightly more complicated procedure will
have to be, inaugurated. Landed estates
that fall by Inheritance to an outlaw becomeescheat to the Crown. Now, if the
homicide, Thomas Powell was living when
his father and elder brothers died and there
is evidence to prove this), then in that case
the'estates should have been escheated to
the Ciown. It was cn'y < n the mis akin assumptionthat Thomas Corbet was dead
mat racy passed into t,tie possession of one
of the female branches of the family.
The procedure, therefore, to be Inauguratedis as follows: A motion will be made

in chancery applying to the Crown to take
possession of the Corbet property on the
ground that it should have been escheated
to the latter on the death of the father and
brothers of the homicide, Thomas Corbet.
No lapse of time can bar any claim of the
Crown.
Nowadays, it Is a practice of the Crown

to make a grant of all escheated property
to the natural heirs, and once the Crown
holds the property it will be requested to
do this. These natural heirs will be either
young Sir Thomas Skottow, who vanished
from Amiens in 1842 after the murder of
his mother, or falling him the descendants
through the male line only of Governor
Skottow, of Virginia.

If none of these can be found, then the
property will pass Into the possession of a
barrister of the name of Skottow, in London,and should he die without issue, into
the hands of a clergyman of the Church of
England bearing the same name.
Let me add in conclusion that documentaryevidence exists at the College of

Heralds in the British Museum, and also
among the Skottow family papers, authenticatingin every particular the above
extraordinary story.
Every one who entertains the slightest

interest of good will toward Finland, the
only portion of Russia that has successfully
struggled until now to retain Its autonomy
and its popular and constitutional form of
government, will be sorry to hear of the
appointment of General Bobrikow to the
post of Governor-General of this progressiveand prosperous grand duchy.
I have known General Bobrikow for many

years as the chief of staff of Grand
Duke Vladimir, who is one of the Czar's
uncles and commander-in-chief of the entiremilitary district in which St. Petersburgis comprised. General Bobrikow Is
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a pan-SIavist of the deepest dye, an<l may
be relied upon to use every means In his
power, insidious as well as brutal, to depriveFinland of her constitutional rights
and to subject her to the same autocratic
administration as the remainder of the
Russian Empire, this in defiance of the
solemn guarantee given in 1809 by the
Russian crown that Finland should enjoy
In perpetuity the same constitutional
rights and political prerogatives that she
enjoyed previously under Swedish rule.
Moreover, each Russian sovereign on bis
accession to the throne takes a solemn
oath to observe the Finnish Constitution.
General Bobrikow is not of noble birth,
but of very plebeian origin.in fact, he is
what is known as a "popowitch".that is
to say, the son pf a drunken village priest,
and the modern history of Russia shows
what a large percentage of priests' sons

there are among the criminal classes of
the empire.
By means of intrigue, subserviency and

a seinsnness Deyona an description ne

managed to raise himself to the rank
of major-general before he was fortyfouryears of age. Alexander III., on

his accession to the throne, found him
a member of the military household of his
father, and being unwilling to have such
a man in his entourage, promoted him to
the rank of lieutenant-general solely to get
rid of him. It was then that Bobrikow
attached himself to the fortunes of Grand
Duke Vladimir, who Is rather a stupid man,
and whom by dint of flattery and surroundinghim with creatures of his own selectionhe before long got entirely under hia
own control.
The very fact that General Bobrikow

should now be a very rich man lends no
little color to the tales according to which
he has made use of his position as chief
of the staff of the metropolitan military
district to accept large bribes for military
contracts and appointments, and many
stories are likewise current which Indicate
that he is as unscrupulous as he Is eorrupt.pi
As everything concerning the young

Queen of Holland is of Interest, it may be
stated that her chief pet at the present
moment is a beautiful fox terrier named
Foppy. *vho bas completely superseded her
old friend and former playmate, the Irish
setter Swell.
The latter has become old, and, I regret

to add, mangy, and If he has not already
been assisted by means of chloroform
toward the canine heaven It Is solely becausethe young Queen will not hear of hl»
being put to death. He is. however, kept
In the background, sees his young mistress
hut rarely, and is reported to have become
very morose, his soured temper being In
all probability due to Lis ponderlngs on tie
mutability of royal favor, especially Sir
cases where the sovereign is a caprtciW
young Queen. ..
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